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Infection Control - an Overview 



Á1847: Vienna General Hospital, 
Austria
ɆDoctors go from autopsy suite 

direct to the obstetrics ward 
ɆHis theory: puerperal fever, caused 
ÂÙ ȰÃÁÄÁÖÅÒÏÕÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓȱ 
transmitted from the autopsy suite 
to the obstetrics ward via the 
hands of  students and physicians.
ɆInfections due to Streptococcus
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Ignaz Semmelweis, 
1815-1865
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Maternal Mortality due to Postpartum Infection 

General Hospital, Vienna, Austria, 1841-1850
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MDs Midwives

Semmelweis  Hand 

Hygiene Intervention

~ Hand antisepsis reduces the frequency of patient infections ~

Adapted from: Hosp Epidemiol Infect Control, 2nd Edition, 1999.



Á Created in 1998 as the international arm of 
The Joint Commission (United States)

Á Mission: To improve the safety and quality 
of patient care around the world.

Á Six Goals
1. Identify Patients Correctly
2. Improve Effective Communication
3. Improve the Safety of High-Alert Medications
4. Ensure Correct-Site, Correct-Procedure, 

Correct-Patient Surgery
5. Reduce the Risk of Health CareɀAssociated 

Infections
6. Reduce the Risk of Patient Harm Resulting 

from Falls



Healthcare Associated Infections (HAI) or 
noscomial infections are those infections that 
were neither present nor incubating at the 
time the patient was admitted to the health 
care facility.

WHY DO THEY OCCUR?



ÁModern Healthcare has increased the risks
Á1.4 million people worldwide suffer from 

infectious complications acquired in hospital ɀ
WHO Prevention of Hospital-acquired Infection, 2002.

ÁPrevalence varies from hospital to hospital
Á5-15% in modern hospitals ɀWHO Guideline on Handhygiene2009

ÁRisk of healthcare-associated infections (HAI) in 
developing countries is estimated to be as high as 
25% 

Á2-20 times higher than in developed countries



ÁSignificant global public health problem:
ÁHigh morbidity and mortality

ÁHigh socioeconomic costs

ÁAmplification of outbreaks 
�’ Measles, Diarrhoea, ARD, TB Lassa, VHF

ÁOccupational hazards 
�’Hepatitis, HIV, TB, Viral Haemorrhagic fevers


